[Cross-cultural comparison of Conners Scales: Can the US-American factorial structure be replicated on German clinical sample?].
International networks in child psychiatry research increasingly rely on the cross-cultural generalizability of commonly used questionnaire factor structures. The aim of this study is to analyze whether the U.S. factor structure of the Conners Parent Rating Scale (CPRS) can be replicated in a German clinical sample. A German child psychiatry sample of 1394 children children and adolescents was randomly splitted into halves. One sub-sample was used to calculate a German factor model by means of exploratory factor analysis. This model is tested in comparison with he U.S. model constructed according to Conners (1989) in the second sub-sample by means of a confirmatory factor analysis (LISREL 8). 87% of the path relations in the German and U.S.-American models are identical. Both models show limitations with regard to their predictive power. As expected, the goodness of fit indices for the German model are somewhat better than for the U.S. model (GFI = .81; AGFI = .75 versus GFI = .76; AGFI = .71). The goodness of fit indices of the CPRS model are less satisfactory than those of other studies on the cross-cultural generalizability of factor structures of dimensional questionnaires (i.e., De Groot et al., 1994). However, this is mainly due to restrictions within the model (no multiple factor loadings). With respect to the cross-cultural generalizability differences were found in the impulsiveness/hyperactivity scale. All other scales could be well replicated.